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ABSTRACT

Since the end of the First World War collective security has been seen as a concept to overcome a Hobbesian state of war in the international system. Following the long ongoing tradition of the just war theory, the Catholic Church has supported these developments from Pope Benedict XV onwards until today. During the pontificate of Pope John Paul II, however, one can also discover a growing reluctance to support concrete attempts towards collective security primarily initiated by the United States. After the end of the Cold War collective security became for the first time a real possibility revealing, however, also inherent dangers going along with this concept. Collective security attempts to form a coalition of all against one if an aggressor tries to destabilize the international system. This comes very close to scapegoating a typical pagan pattern strictly rejected by the Biblical revelation. Due to this danger the Church has to remain a critical supporter of collective security focusing therefore first of all on its biblical message of non-violence, which is an important pillar of Catholic peace ethics complementing the just war theory.
