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The Question of the Use of Force and the Democratization of the Collective Security System: A View from the Developing World
Abstract

Multilateralism is very much a fact of life in international relations. It alone offers democratic, pluralistic and agreeable solutions to global economic, political, social and security issues. Unilateralism is a blind and hostile philosophy, especially when it is applied to international peace and security concerns.

The UN Charter and international law provide democratic principles and normative standards for the conduct of states. However, the world constitutional process that is sought to be achieved by the UN Charter is defeated by the self-contradictory structure of the Security Council and the opportunistic use of the veto privilege by the Council’s permanent members. The Security Council is dysfunctional and fails the international community at crucial moments. In fact it creates more despair than hope.

The collective security system is further challenged by unilaterally expanding the right to self-defense from Article 51 parameters to “anticipatory self-defense,” preemptive use of force particularly by the United States of America which has emerged as the fountainhead of unilateralism. Another phenomenon that is disregarding the collective security system is humanitarian intervention. While sounding to be innocuous it is actually a ploy to overcome the restraints laid by international law and the UN Charter. The powerful nations have, under questionable legality, committed gross interventions against the territorial integrity and political independence of states in the developing world.
Use of force, interventions and other such actions are almost always in the context of human rights violations, dictatorship, civil wars within the Third World. The question is whether a genuine collective security system and a credible fight against global terrorism can be built up without actually involving the developing world and using the UN General Assembly as the fulcrum for a new global democracy.
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