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ABSTRACT
This paper starts with a digression of some basic formulations in the study of public international law – the establishment of legal norms, the concept of the “international community of states as a whole”, and the increasing recognition of the higher interests of the international community vis-à-vis the national interests of particular states.

These prefatory discussions lead to an expression of concern over the dire implications of unilateralism in international relations – the imposition of the will of one or a few states over the interests of the wider international community of states as represented by the United Nations.  Unilateralism here is exemplified by the invasion of Iraq in 2003 by US and UK forces without any mandate from the United Nations.

This concern is heightened under the present situation where the USA is putting tremendous pressure upon the two remaining members of what President George W. Bush called the “Axis of Evil” – Iran and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.  The USA appears predisposed to again unilaterally use force against these two countries, even while the United Nations is predisposed against any use of force.

The author then introduces his main points:  (a) distinguishing those situations where the use of force may be considered legal or illegal; (b) stressing the continued inviolability of the concepts of national sovereignty and territorial integrity; and (c) reaffirming the right of peoples to national self-determination, and to freely choose their political, economic and social system.  Then mentioned are the reforms needed to democratize the workings and structures of the United Nations, and the need for special procedures to be laid down by the UN General Assembly for the enforcement by the UN Security Council of final decisions of the International Court of Justice and of the International Criminal Court.

The author then discusses the basic norms of international law and the relevance of the UN General Assembly’s Definition of Aggression, and finally relates this to the main topic in the title of this paper.

