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ABSTRACT

Although the average Americans do not look upon their country as an “empire,” the United States, which had given the world its first successful struggle of national liberation, eventually created the greatest empire of modern times. None of the Chief Executives in the White House ever admitted that his foreign policies were imperial. But the closing of the domestic frontiers by the 1890s and the severe economic crisis compelled the successive administrations to search for non-colonial imperial expansion. At no time since then did the United States refuse to defend American commercial enterprise in any part of the globe. Its foreign policy, reduced to essentials, was an either/or proposition; expansion or stagnation, world power or decline.

The U.S. led elaborate formal alliances in Eurasia after 1945 when all competitors, friend or foe, had been crippled. Standardized military remobilization on a permanent peacetime basis put that country on its way to become a global empire. With the disintegration of the Eastern Bloc, the United States reached a new pinnacle of power. The majority of the average Americans may still harbour an anti-imperialist self-image, but the White House administrations have been stretching its empire around the globe. Another name for the post-Cold War era is globalization, which means the diffusion of the American free market capitalism to every corner of the world. Washington’s leadership justified power, implied that it is indivisible, and required that it be continuous. The neoconservatives, who abandoned the former Wilsonian rhetoric, do not conceal that they seek an American empire.

Different from the empires of the old, the United States is setting up a system of policing the entire globe. High-level officials, persons of letters, and academic researchers now unhesitatingly apply the terms “empire” or “imperial” to that country. The present U.S. administration is launching a new basing strategy that embraces new vast areas and continents giving the Pentagon and the American state a multi-dimensional imperial reach. It is a thoroughgoing pursuit of changing bases and forces overseas to include the elimination of some obsolete Cold War sites but establishing instead new facilities in Eastern Europe, the Caspian Sea region, Africa, and South Asia. The new realignment aims to go beyond the war in Afghanistan and Iraq and to create the infrastructure for the swift transport of American troops to any part of the globe. This systematic venture involves the convenience of new lands for permanent American military presence. What is different in the new planning is not only the change of sites, but also an up-to-date forecast of geopolitical interests and novel attitudes of war-making. Although the U.S. Government has not yet publicly announced the exact locations of the new facilities, some regions have been mentioned in official reports and news media. Almost all of these countries either possess oil/natural gas themselves or are situated on the supply routes. During the Cold War era, the American bases abroad were basically defensive, although used at times for covert operations. The new military doctrine not only envisages an offensive nature, but also endorses pre-emptive engagement.   

However, the greater the use of force to open the whole globe, the greater the opposition to it. The same effort will open the door much wider to militarism at home. Finally, frequent interventions flirt exhaustion and collapse. The remedy is “open door” in the American society itself.
