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The significance of the 6th Global Forum on Reinventing Government for the Korean and international society

The principles of transparent governance and democratic participation are intrinsically linked. The very rationale of democracy, including representative forms of decision-making, lies in participation; the citizens’ involvement in public decisions is in fact the standard by which the “democratic quality” of each and every act of legislation – or governance in general – is to be measured.

In view of the commitment to participatory government, the Republic of Korea is ideally suited to host this gathering of global dimensions, encouraging nations from all continents to follow their own independent path of democratic development in applying the principle of participation to their specific socio-economic and cultural circumstances. The Korean society may, in turn, benefit from the sharing of experiences in democratic innovation, in particular as regards new forms of citizens’ participation, on other continents and in different socio-economic contexts. 

The forthcoming Global Forum will offer a unique opportunity to bring the Asian experience of government, and particularly the commitment to the common good, into the international discourse on the meaning and practice of democracy under the conditions of globality. The principles of democracy are universal; but their implementation, in order to be efficient and sustainable, requires adaptation to the respective social environment.

In this regard, the 6th Global Forum offers a special opportunity for delegates from all continents, representing different civilizations and political cultures, to get acquainted with the Republic of Korea’s model of “Participatory Government.” The governing philosophy of the administration of President Roh Moo-Hyun is of special relevance for the worldwide discourse on the meaning and application of democracy under the ever more complex conditions of economic interdependence in this era of “globalization.” 

It is to be hoped that the Global Forum will also raise the awareness of the need for democratizing the system of international relations – in addition to making domestic governance everywhere more democratic and transparent. Relations between states must not merely be governed by considerations of power and national interest, but should be determined by an unequivocal commitment to democratic rules and, as a consequence, the rule of law. This is one of the basic demands of the emerging global civil society.

If the transnational political reality is out of tune with the spirit of democratic reform – such as it has developed on the domestic and regional levels, particularly since the end of the Cold War –, democracy will be eroded as basis of political legitimacy in each and every state. There simply can be no “policy of double standards” as far as democratic principles are concerned.

Under the overarching aspect of the common values of humanity, the debates at the forthcoming Global Forum will undoubtedly articulate a large variety of experiences from all continents. This may further encourage the United Nations Organization to continue its efforts towards reforming the international system according to the principles of justice, human rights and equality of all nations, large or small. 

The role of civil society is indispensable in all those efforts. Its involvement will ensure that the steps towards genuine democratic reform – or “reinventing” government – will be made with sufficient determination and consistency in the domestic as well as the regional and international spheres.

Reinventing government essentially means going back to the democratic roots of every society. The reshaping of political systems on the basis of genuine participation and transparency is at the same time a fundamental precondition for the preservation of global peace. Bringing this message not only to the polities in all corners of the globe, but to the social, economic and political actors on the international scene appears to me the fascinating task of the 6th Global Forum in Korea. 
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